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Katia Karousakis works in the Environment Directorate at the Organisation for Economic Co-operation  
and Development (OECD), where she leads the Biodiversity, Land Use and Ecosystems (BLUE) programme. 
Her work focuses on the economics and policy of biodiversity, covering areas such as effective design of policy 
instruments, biodiversity finance and mainstreaming. An environmental economist by training, Katia has a PhD 
from UCL, London, and a Masters’ degree from Duke University, USA. Recent work includes OECD (2019), 
Biodiversity: Finance and the Economic and Business Case for Action; OECD (2020), A Comprehensive Overview 
of Global Biodiversity Finance; OECD (2020), Tracking Economic Instruments and Finance for Biodiversity 
2020; OECD (2019), The Post-2020 Biodiversity Framework: Targets, indicators and measurability implications 
at global and national level (November interim version); and OECD (2018), Mainstreaming Biodiversity for 
Sustainable Development. She is currently serving as a member of the CBD Informal Advisory Group on 
Biodiversity Mainstreaming, and as an observer in the Biodiversity Indicators Partnership Steering Committee. 

Prior to joining the OECD, Katia worked on climate change issues at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
in Washington, D.C.
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